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Speakers’s Biographies 

 

 

FEDERICO ANDREU GUZMAN 

Federico Andreu Guzman, a Columbian Jurist, joined the International Commission of Jursits in 

March 2000. He now holds the position of General Counsel. Federico Andreu Guzman's 

professional commitment to human rights work dates back to 1984. He worked for a number of 

national human rights non-governmental organisations in his native Colombia between 1984 

and 1991. Notably, he was in charge of national investigations at the Colombian Commission 

of Jurists in 1988-89. In 1991, Federico Andreu Guzman moved to Belgium and consulted for the 

Flemish non-governmental organisation: National Center for Cooperation to Development. 

From 1995, Federico Andreu Guzman was simultaneously Director of the Human Rights 

International Office - Colombia Action (OIDHACO) and Deputy Secretary-General for Latin 

America at FIDH. In addition, he took part in United Nations human rights observation missions 

to Haiti in 1994 and Rwanda in 1996-97. Federico Andreu Guzman also worked at the 

International Secretariat of Amnesty International, (London, UK) as a legal adviser for the 

Americas from 1997 to 2000. He has been involved for many years in the successful initiative to 

create a UN Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances. 

 

EDUARDO GONZALEZ 

Eduardo Gonzalez is the Deputy Director of the Americas program at the International Center 

for Transitional Justice. Mr. Gonzalez is a Peruvian expert on transitional justice with extensive 

experience in human rights advocacy and technical assistance in Africa, Asia and Latin 

America. Prior to joining the ICTJ he was a core staff member of the Peruvian Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission, where he was responsible for public hearings and victims and 

witnesses protection, and a member of the editorial committee for the Commission's final 

report. Previously, he led advocacy efforts in global south countries for the worldwide NGO 

Coalition for the International Criminal Court, a civil society campaign to put into force the 

Rome Statute of the ICC. A sociologist by training, he holds degrees from the Catholic University 

in Peru and the New School for Social Research in New York. 

 

PRISCILLA HAYNER 

Priscilla Hayner is a co-founder of the International Center for Transitional Justice (ICTJ), and 

currently the Director of the ICTJ Geneva office and Peace and Justice Program.  She has 

undertaken extensive research on how justice issues are addressed in peace negotiations, with 



publications on the peace processes in Liberia and Sierra Leone, and a forthcoming studies on 

the DRC and Nepal (January 2009).  In March 2008, Ms. Hayner served as human rights advisor 

for the Kenyan National Dialogue and Reconciliation, at the request of Kofi Annan and the 

Panel of Eminent African Personalities.  Ms. Hayner is also an expert on truth commissions and 

has written widely on official truth-seeking in political transitions, publishing Unspeakable Truths, 

a comparative study of over twenty such commissions, in 2001. She was previously a consultant 

to the Ford Foundation and the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and 

Program Officer for the Joyce Mertz-Gilmore Foundation, New York.  She holds a masters 

degree in international affairs from Columbia University. 

 

RAMA MANI 

Rama Mani is a Research Fellow with the Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding 

and is directing a new research project on Southern Cultural and Civic Perspectives on the 

Responsibility to Protect. Previously, she was the Executive Director of the International Centre 

for Ethnic Studies (Sri Lanka ), and before that, she was the Director of the 'New Issues in 

Security Course' (NISC), at the Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP). Her work as an 

academic and practitioner has focused on transitional justice, peacebuilding and conflict 

prevention. She is the author of 'Beyond Retribution: Seeking Justice in the Shadows of War' 

(Polity/Blackwell 2002, reprinted 2007) and scholarly articles on peace, justice, terrorism and 

democracy. Earlier, she worked with Oxfam (GB) addressing African conflicts as Africa Strategy 

Manager, based in Uganda, and Policy Coordinator for Conflict based in Ethiopia.  

Rama is a Councilor of the World Future Council, a Board member of the Global Centre for the 

Responsibility to Protect, and Advisory Board member of both the International Journal on 

Transitional Justice and the Intersentia Series on transitional justice. She has also researched and 

written on transitional justice and peacebuilding in Afghanistan, Haiti and Guatemala. Dr. Mani 

holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Cambridge, U.K., an M.A. in International 

Affairs from Johns Hopkins University, U.S.A. 


