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Speakers’ Biographies 

 

David Atwood has been the Peace and Disarmament Representative at the Quaker UN Office 

since 1995. He has a Ph.D. in Political Science from University of North Carolina. On completing 

his degree, he taught political science at the University of North Carolina and at Earlham 

College in the USA. From 1978 to 1988, he was Tutor in Peace Studies at Woodbrooke College in 

Birmingham, UK where he lectured and organised the short course programme. In 1988, he 

became General Secretary of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation, headquartered in 

the Netherlands where, as chief executive officer, his duties included policy development, staff 

management and direction of the Fellowship programme on non-violence education and 

training.  

 

Peter Batchelor is currently Deputy Country Director for UNDP Iraq. Prior to joining UNDP Iraq he 

was Chief of the Conflict Prevention and Recovery Team of UNDP’s Bureau for Crisis Prevention 

and Recovery.  In this position he was responsible for managing the provision of technical 

assistance to UNDP country offices in conflict-affected and post-conflict countries. Between 

2008 and 2010 he was co-chair of the OECD-DAC International Network on Conflict and Fragility. 

Between 2000 and 2004 Peter Batchelor was Director of the Small Arms Survey project based at 

the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva, Switzerland. Between 1995 and 1999 

he was a Project Coordinator at the Centre for Conflict Resolution at the University of Cape 

Town in South Africa. During this period he was also a policy advisor for the Mandela 

Government on defence and security issues, including public expenditure management and 

budgetary policy, defence policy, arms export policy and defence industrial and technology 

policy. Peter Batchelor is an economist by training, and received his PhD in Economics from 

Cambridge University in the UK. 

 

Neil Buhne is the Director of BCPR’s Geneva Liaison Office. He recently served as the Resident 

and Humanitarian Coordinator and Resident Representative of UNDP in Sri Lanka.  Prior to that, 

he was Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Belarus and Bulgaria and 

worked in Malaysia, Pakistan, Bhutan and Sri Lanka for UNDP and other UN agencies.  During his 

posting in Sri Lanka from July 2007 to February 2011, he managed to handle a series of 

humanitarian crises linked to intense fighting first in eastern Sri Lanka and then in northern Sri 

Lanka which displaced more than 500,000 people at different times for long periods.  The UN 

team's work during this period, involved assistance in providing immediate relief to IDPs, to 

setting up and helping manage large camps, providing assistance in rebel held areas,  and 

through battle lines, and assisting in the return and early recovery process for the IDPs.  Work 

involved support to mine and UXO clearance, camp building and operation, protection, 

livelihoods, DDR and restoration of civilian administration. Neil led a broad and intensive 

engagement with BCPR across the full spectrum of areas from conflict sensitivity, mine action, 



governance, access to justice, early recovery coordination, community development and 

disaster risk reduction.  

 

Jean-François Cuénod is the Deputy Head of the South Asia Division and Senior Adviser for 

Conflict and Human rights at the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He 

was Deputy Head of the Conflict Prevention and Transformation of SDC from 2006 to 2008. Prior 

to that, he was from 2001 Head of the SDC Governance Division. Between 2008 and the end of 

2000, Mr Cuénod was Resident Director of SDC in Ecuador. From 1994 to 1998 he was Deputy 

Director of SDC in Bolivia, where he was in charge of the access to justice, human rights and 

environment areas. Between 1990 and 1994 he was in charge of the SDC program for Eastern 

Africa, and responsible of the Rwanda desk. He previously served as Assistant to the UNDP 

Representative in Niger (1987-1989), and as UNDP Program officer in Madagascar between 1983 

and 1987. 

 

Joaquim Da Fonseca is the Permanent Representative of the Democratic Republic of Timor-

Leste to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations at Geneva since 

January 2009, with concurrent accreditation as Ambassador to the Swiss Confederation. Prior to 

this post, Mr. Fonseca held various positions within the Government Timor-Leste, and was actively 

involved with civil society organizations both prior to and after the independence of Timor-Leste. 

Between September 2007 and December 2008, Mr. Fonseca was the advisor to the Prime 

Minister on Civil Society. In this position, while devising policies and facilitating the process to 

strengthen the relationship of cooperation between Civil Society and the Government, Mr. 

Fonseca was engaged in the process of negotiation to resolve the conflict which stemmed out 

of the dismissal of half of the country’s Defense Force in 2006. Working directly with the Prime 

Minister, Mr. Fonseca was a key player in process of reintegration of the former militaries, thereby 

bringing a peaceful solution to the crisis which held the country hostage for over two years. In 

the area of human rights, Mr. Fonseca has held the position of Human Rights Adviser for the 

Government and was leading the development Timor-Leste’s first human rights treaties reports. 

Mr. Fonseca was a human rights activist holding a senior position in one of the main human rights 

organizations in Timor-Leste and played a significant role in the engagement of civil society 

during the development of the Timorese Constitution. 

 

Stephan Massing joined the OECD in early 2007 and is currently Team Leader for conflict and 

fragility in the Policy Division of the DAC Secretariat. He supports the work of the International 

Network on Conflict and Fragility (INCAF) and the International Dialogue on Peacebuilding and 

Statebuilding. Prior to that he worked for with the UNDP in Afghanistan for three year. As a Senior 

Programme Officer he supported UNDP’s programme portfolio on public sector reform, local 

governance and capacity development. Stephan holds an MA in Political Science from Freie 

Universität Berlin and a degree from Sciences Po Paris. 

 

Thierry Tardy has been a GCSP Faculty Member since 2001, and was Course Director of the 

European Training Course in Security Policy (ETC) between 2005 and 2009. In addition, he serves 

as the Research Coordinator of the Centre. He is also an Associate Fellow at the Centre for 

International Studies and Research (Centre d’études et de recherche internationales – CERI) in 

Paris, France. From 2006 to 2008, he was a Visiting Lecturer at the Graduate Institute of 

International and Development Studies (IHEID) in Geneva. Prior to joining the GCSP, he was a 

researcher at the Foundation for Strategic Research in Paris and Lecturer at the Institut d'Etudes 

politiques de Paris as well as at the War College (Collège interarmées de Défense, Paris). His 

area of expertise covers Crisis Management issues, Collective Security, UN Peacekeeping, 

French Policy towards Peace Operations and European Security Issues. 
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