
Geneva Dialogue on Environment,

Climate, Conflict, and Peace:

Meeting 38

27 September, Zoom

22 participants

Presentation by Raquel Munayer of adelphi, consultant in their Climate Diplomacy and Security

Programme

The report: The nature of conflict and peace: The links between environment, security and peace and

their importance for the United Nations

● The report looks at the relevance of the link between nature/peace to the UN system &

provides recommendations towards a systemwide environmental security agenda through a

“pathway perspective.”

● Background:

○ Coalescing and deepening crises around environment, climate, and security

foreground a need to unpack and unravel their relationship.

○ Nature issues go beyond climate change, which foregrounds a need to go beyond the

climate-security nexus.

■ There is a broad and repeated sense that “the environment” or nature are

missing from the greater climate-security narrative.

■ However, nature-security and climate-security do interact with and

exacerbate each other and therefore should be considered together.

○ A “pathway perspective” allows us to understand how risks are connected, and how

to identify entry points for action on highly complex problems.

● Pathway 1: Ecosystem & Biodiversity Loss, Livelihood Insecurity and Instability

○
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● Pathway 2: The environment, conflict financing and organised crime

○
● Pathway 3: Competition and conflicts around natural resources

○
● Pathway 4: The impacts of war and conflict on the environment

○
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● The consequences of these 4 pathways link to each other.

● Recommendations:

○ Responsibilities to address the nature-security nexus are dispersed across the UN

system, depending on the role played by programmes, funds, specialised agencies

and bodies on different parts of the problem.

■ UNSC, UNGA

■ UNDP, UNEP

■ IOM, UNHCR

■ WFP, IFAD, FAO

■ PBC, PBF

○ Details on the recommendations are available in depth in the report itself.

● If you take one thing away from this report, take the entry points. We live in a doomsday

world of risk, but we should focus on the pathways and entry points and the small things we

can do.

● You can get in touch with Raquel here: munayer@adelphi.de.

Discussion:

● Can you walk us through the recommendations to the UNSC and UNGA?

○ Yes, the report was actually initially intended to be directed to the UNSC to support

progress towards a resolution. Political developments moved us more towards a

narrative approach, as opposed to resolution development.

○ The idea was therefore to better engage the UNSC in preventive diplomacy, and

encourage them to think through the environment / nature piece of different

security decisions.

○ Related reading:

https://www.adelphi.de/en/publication/what-can-un-security-council-do-climate-an

d-security

● Did your research produce any further causal pathways that could be presented to UNSC?

That link seems to create political opportunity, and we need more evidence.

○ Climate change is perhaps much more difficult to unpack from a security

perspective, but the environment or nature approach creates many new

opportunities for evidence.

○ Points have been made through the war in Ukraine, and an example came up on the

adelphi Climate Diplomacy podcast in Syria.

● What would you like to flag as new and innovative about this report? What’s its new and

unique contribution?

○ This paper attempts to distill nearly everything we know about nature & the

environment into one report, leaving climate to the side. Communities can address

environmental change, but climate change is often left to governments to be

addressed.

● Biodiversity degradation can lead to conflict, but did your report also cover the reverse

pathway (conflict can lead to biodiversity degradation)?

○ Yes, we try to demonstrate that there is an endless loop and circle.

○ We try to show that it is the responsibility of agencies to address these different

intermediary entry points, and that their work will then contribute to the entire loop.
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● If we think about this from the bottom-up level, noting that the report focuses on top-down

agencies, we acknowledge differing levels of understanding of impacted communities. For

example, the nuance of a local community not seeing the downsides of artisanal mining

practice. Livelihood considerations come before environmental impact considerations  (for

example, with charcoal farming). Our role, particularly for those of us from the global north,

is not to bring knowledge but to gain knowledge. The expertise is at the local level.

● Why did this report focus on UN agencies as opposed to other multilateral actors? Do you

think the UN is the best way to address the crisis?

○ There is a universal message to the report, but it focuses on the UN to serve the

wave of energy exploring climate security within the system. It was an effort to add

nuance to an ongoing conversation and add the nature/environment nexus into the

discussion.

○ There is not necessarily a greater importance of the UN in addressing this issue, but

the UN system simply has an enormous reach.

● What are your recommendations for how states themselves can overcome gridlock on these

pathways? One example is the loss and damage deadlock at the international level.

○ Perhaps parties could approach this as a group, as opposed to on a one-off basis.

● Join the Berlin Climate and Security Conference in October, both in-person and online

○ Programme and registration soon to launch:

https://berlin-climate-security-conference.de/en
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