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IT’S TIME FOR PEACE!

This year’s theme is “It’s time for peace!” In light of daily 
news headlines about war and violent conflict, the Geneva 
Peace Talks 2015 will highlight the urgency to support 
peace efforts around the world. The Geneva Peace Talks 
will look back on past peace efforts, learn more about 
ongoing initiatives and draw conclusions for the future 
of peacebuilding. Speakers will share innovative ways to 
strengthen peace and prevent violent conflict – now and in 
the future.

Speakers are coming from violent and divided 
environments and have diverse backgrounds such as 
science, art, business, and more. They will share their 
personal stories of peace and how they are making a 
difference in peacebuilding efforts. Each speaker gives a 
8-minute inspirational talk. While looking at what peace 
means within their own lives, speakers and audience get 
a better sense of how they can play a more active role in 
promoting peace. 

The Geneva Peace Talks aim to highlight that everyone 
can contribute to peace – be it at home or in a far-away 
conflict zone. The spirit of the Geneva Peace Talks is one of 
collaboration and reinforces that each and every person 
has a role to play in peace.

ORGANIZERS

The Geneva Peace Talks is a partnership between the 
United Nations Office at Geneva, Interpeace and the Geneva 
Peacebuilding Platform.

2015



PROGRAMME
16:30 Welcome from Michael Møller, United Nations Under-

Secretary-General, Director-General, United Nations Office at 
Geneva
Geneva Peace Talks

18:30 Closing remarks from the moderators 
Reception with speakers’ corner 

19:30 Conclusion of the event 

A special thanks to the École des musiques actuelles et des 
technologies musicales (ETM) for their musical contribution 
and overall support to the Geneva Peace Talks.

SUPPORT
The event is made possible with the generous support of 
the Fondation pour Genève, the Swiss Confederation, the 
Republic and State of Geneva, the City of Geneva and the 
Global Shapers, Geneva Hub.



SPEAKERS

Rashad Ali 
Rashad is a Senior Fellow at the Institute for Strategic 
Dialogue and a counter-terrorism practitioner. He works 
on deradicalization initiatives alongside prisons, probation 
programmes, police and community groups. He is 
classically trained in Islamic theology and jurisprudence 
as well as in modern studies in Islam. He is an author of “A 
Guide to Refuting Jihadism” and a chapter analyzing Hizb 
ut Tahrir ideology and strategy. His latest publication is 
entitled “Blasphemy, Charlie Hebdo, and the Freedom of 
Belief and Expression - The Paris attacks and the reactions”.

Sean Altshuler and Tyler Wolf  
Sean and Tyler are co-founders of Time-Peace, a watch 
and lifestyle brand aimed at helping people change their 
perception of time so they can “stop worrying and start 
Being”. Founded on the philosophy of embracing the 
present moment, the Time-Peace symbol is an integration 
of four universal principles that can help people live in 
the now and create a foundation for peace. 

Ebba Åkerman
Ebba ran into one of her students on the train and asked 
him whether he enjoyed living in her country. She found 
his ambivalent answer deeply disturbing. It became 
clear to her that most of her students lived in immigrant 
neighborhoods and had virtually no contact with native 
Swedes. This motivated Ebba to create United Invitations, a 
Swedish platform that promotes inclusion of immigrants in 
European societies. The idea grew out of dinners she hosted 
in which immigrants and longtime Swedish residents came 
to know each other, and is fast becoming a movement. 



Alexia Bonato and Isabelle Zakman 
Alexia and Isabelle are part of the Geneva Red Cross, the 
local branch of the Swiss Red Cross that works closely with 
underprivileged children, migrants and the elderly. Alexia 
is the Youth Coordinator and Isabelle is an active volunteer 
outside of her studies at the Faculty of Translation and 
Interpretation at University of Geneva. They will share their 
experiences of dealing with local conflict on a daily basis 
and the importance of creating peace at home.

Father Greg Boyle 
Father Greg is an American Jesuit Priest. He is the Founder 
and Executive Director of Homeboy Industries and 
former pastor of Dolores Mission Church in Los Angeles. 
Homeboy Industries began when a concerned group of 
Angelenos, led by Father Boyle asked the question: “Can we 
improve the health and safety of our community through 
jobs and education rather than through suppression and 
incarceration?” Today, Homeboy Industries is recognized 
as the largest and most successful gang intervention, 
re-habilitation and re-entry program in the world, and has 
become a national model. 

Antonio Dovizio and Tareke Brhane
Antonio is a Lieutenant from the Italian Navy. He just 
finished his mission on the Offshore Patrol Vessel ITS 
VEGA, where he served as Commanding Officer. The Ship 
has been involved in Mare Nostrum Operation, Frontex 
Joint Operation Triton, Mare Sicuro Operation and the 
Sicily Channel patrol operation. During Antonio’s mission, 
ITS VEGA has been involved in several Search and Rescue 
Operations, rescuing more than 5400 people in the 
Mediterranean sea.



Tareke was born in Eritrea but fled at age 17 to avoid forced 
military conscription for life. He faced death, violence and 
imprisonment while crossing  Sudan and Libya. He reached 
Sicily in 2005, and since then he has dedicated himself to 
helping others who have had to flee unbearable situations. 
He lives in Rome where he helps to asylum seekers and is 
president of the 3rd of October Committee.

Marina Peter 
Marina fell in love with Sudan “by coincidence” 29 years 
ago. A teacher of German language and history trained in 
intercultural education, she knew little about the country 
except that it had “hot weather and refugees”. But taking a 
job with the development agency of the Protestant Church 
in Germany started a learning experience that has now 
made of her one of the most recognized ecumenical experts 
on Sudan and South Sudan. Today she works with Bread for 
the World and chairs the Sudan and South Sudan Forum e.V.

Séverin Yao Kouamé
Séverin, research professor at the University of Bouaké 
and a PhD in sociology, founded and coordinates the local 
Interpeace team named Indigo Côte d’Ivoire. An exceptional 
facilitator working closely with the Ivorian population, 
his efforts are directed at community reconciliation in 
the country. According to him, it is the inclusive and 
participatory approach to which he was introduced that 
has positively impacted his initially pessimistic view of 
peacebuilding initiatives. He has come to realize that 
“peace is possible” if you know how to bring it about. 



Helena Puig Larrauri
Helen co-founded Build Up, a social enterprise working 
at the intersection of technology, civic engagement and 
peacebuilding. She has worked on technology-enabled 
programs to promote peace in many countries including 
Sudan, South Sudan, Libya, Cyprus, Zimbabwe, Nepal, 
Somalia and Iraq. She’s a co-organizer of Build Peace (an 
international conference on technology and peacebuilding) 
and sits on the Board of Advisors of International Alert and 
the Standby Task Force. 

Eliezer Rabinovici 
Eliezer is Professor of Particle Physics, Hebrew University, 
Jerusalem, Israel and co-founder of SESAME, a ‘third-
generation’ synchrotron light source and cooperative 
venture by scientists and governments across the 
Middle East set up on the model of CERN. His research 
in theoretical quantum field theory and string theory is 
about the phases of gauge theory and gravity including the 
physics of black holes and singularities. He chairs the Israeli 
Committees for High Energy Physics and for Sesame, has 
directed the Institute for Advanced Studies at the Hebrew 
University and has chaired the Racah Institute of Physics.

Rim Turkmani 
Rim is a Senior Research Fellow at the London School 
of Economics and Political Science (LSE) working on the 
war economy in Syria and the role of Syrian civil society 
in brokering peace. She is a co-founder of the Syrian Civil 
Coalition which supports the role of Syrian civil society 
in peace and democratic transition, and a member of the 
Syrian peacebuilding advisory group. Rim has published 
extensively on diverse aspects of the war in Syria. An 
astrophysicist by training, she is also an expert on the 
history of Islamic science and culture.



GRAPHIC RECORDER

Gabriele Schlipf 
Gabriele sees herself as an artistic live interpreter, turning 
spoken words into accessible images. As a graphic recorder, 
also called a scribe, she will visually summarize any topic in 
business, science, politics or culture through her company 
MOMIK-Graphic Recording.  She provides this service at 
congresses, debates, workshops and lectures. She studied 
Visual Communication at HfG Schwäbisch Gmünd College of 
Design and at the University of Applied Sciences Düsseldorf 
graduating with an MA equivalent diploma in design 
studies.

MUSICIANS

Linley Constant and Giulio Valente 
Linley is a young Mauritian author, composer and 
performer, and music enthusiast with extensive stage 
experience. He joined the École des musiques actuelles et 
des technologies musicales (ETM) to perfect his skills.

Giulio is a 19-year-old singer and guitarist, and student 
in pre-professional track at the ETM. He is a member of 
the rock band “Lack of Space” and defines himself as an 
incorrigible dreamer and artistic creator.



MODERATORS

Achim Wennmann
Achim is the Executive Coordinator of the Geneva 
Peacebuilding Platform, and Researcher at the Centre 
on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding (CCDP) of 
the Graduate Institute of International and Development 
Studies. He is an expert in economic perspectives on violent 
conflict, conflict resolution, and peacebuilding. He holds 
a Doctorate in International Relations from the Graduate 
Institute.

Sarah Noble 
Sarah is the Director of Global Engagement at Interpeace. 
Her experience combines hands-on work with people 
affected by conflict as well as work with international policy 
makers and donor governments. Sarah joined Interpeace 
in 2005. In recognition of her achievements and passion 
for positive social change, Sarah was selected as a Global 
Shaper by the World Economic Forum in 2011. She holds a 
Master’s degree in International Affairs with a specialization 
in Conflict Analysis from the Norman Paterson School of 
International Affairs (Canada).



ABOUT THE ORGANIZERS

The United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG) is the European Headquarter of the United 
Nations and serves as the representative office of the Secretary-General at Geneva. As focal 
point for multilateral diplomacy, UNOG services several thousand meetings every year, 
making it one of the busiest conference centres in the world. Providing key infrastructure 
and support, UNOG contributes significantly to the organization’s efforts to maintain 
international peace and security, to advance disarmament, to protect and promote human 
rights, to eradicate poverty, to implement sustainable development practices and to 
provide fast, effective humanitarian relief in emergencies – to mention just a few of the 
tasks. A large number of dignitaries and high-level delegations come to UNOG every year 
to participate in bilateral exchanges, intergovernmental meetings, conferences and other 
events, making UNOG a centre for information sharing and exchange. UNOG performs 
representation and liaison functions with permanent missions, the host Government 
and other Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, 
research and academic institutions at Geneva as well as other organizations of the United 
Nations common system at Geneva. UNOG also facilitates inter-agency cooperation and 
cooperation with regional organizations. UNOG is headed by a Director-General at the level 
of Under-Secretary-General who is accountable directly to the Secretary-General. 

www.unog.ch

Interpeace is an independent, international peacebuilding organization. We were initially 
established in 1994 by the United Nations to develop innovative solutions to build peace. 
We have a proven and recognized approach to enable people to build lasting peace. 
History shows us that peace is possible. From 20 years of experience in peacebuilding, 
we know that peace cannot be imported from the outside and must be built from within 
a society. This is why Interpeace tailors its approach to each society and ensures that the 
work is locally-driven. Together with local partners on the ground, we jointly develop 
peacebuilding programmes. We help establish processes of change that connect local 
communities, civil society, government and the international community. As a strategic 
partner of the United Nations, Interpeace is headquartered in Geneva (Switzerland) and has 
offices in Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire), Brussels (Belgium), Guatemala City (Guatemala), Nairobi 
(Kenya), New York (USA) and Stockholm (Sweden). We support locally-led peacebuilding 
initiatives in over 21 countries across Central America, Africa, Europe, the Middle East and 
Asia.

www.interpeace.org

http://www.unog.ch
http://www.interpeace.org


The Geneva Peacebuilding Platform is an inter-agency network that connects the critical 
mass of peacebuilding actors, resources, and expertise in Geneva and worldwide. Founded 
in 2008, the Platform has a mandate to facilitate interaction on peacebuilding between 
different institutions and sectors, and to advance new knowledge and understanding of 
peacebuilding issues and contexts. It also plays a creative role in building bridges between 
International Geneva, the United Nations peacebuilding architecture in New York, and 
peacebuilding activities in the field. The Platform’s network comprises more than 3,000 
peacebuilding professionals and over 60 institutions working on peacebuilding directly 
or indirectly. The Geneva Peacebuilding Platform is a joint project of four institutions: 
The Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding (CCDP) of the Graduate Institute 
of International and Development Studies; the Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP); 
Interpeace; and the Quaker United Nations Office, Geneva (QUNO).

www.gpplatform.ch
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