
 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Peacekeeping in Africa has grown dramatically over the last five years, with the continent hosting more peacekeepers 

than any other region. Of 16 peace operations led by the United Nations at the beginning of 2010, seven are in Africa: 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic and Chad, Darfur, Sudan, Cote d’Ivoire, Liberia, and Western 

Sahara. These African missions account for about 75% of all UN peacekeepers deployed worldwide. At the same time, 

demand for peace operations has expanded globally, with greater numbers of large, complex and multidimensional 

missions running simultaneously.  

 

With increased demand for peace operations worldwide, attention has focused on the ability of the United Nations and 

African organizations to respond to crises and to manage peacekeeping operations effectively. This question is timely and 

important for several reasons. The African Union (AU), the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), and 

other African sub regional organizations are developing more ability to tackle regional peace and security questions. 

These organizations are focused on anticipating major conflicts, planning and managing missions, and supporting 

deployments of peacekeepers. In turn, donor governments and other international institutions are offering support 

bilaterally, to leverage African national, sub regional and continent-wide capacities for such efforts. 

 

Today, the mass killings in Sudan, the violence in DRC and CAR further heighten international attention on questions of 

intervention and peace operations. Which organizations can plan, deploy, manage and sustain peace operations in 

Africa? What is the role of the United Nations in strengthening the capacity of African institutions? Where should 

resources go, and how can they best reinforce existing capacities? To what extent can training support this endeavor? 

 

To answer these questions,  
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Bio profiles of the Panelists 

 

Jean-Marie Guehenno 

Mr. Jean-Marie Guehenno is a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution and the Center on International Cooperation 
(New York University). He currently serves as the Chairperson of the Advisory Board of the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research (UNITAR). He is also a member of the board of the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue in Geneva. 
Previously, as the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations from 2000 to 2008, he became the longest-
serving Head of Peacekeeping. He led the biggest expansion of peacekeeping in the history of the United Nations. Before 
joining the United Nations, Mr. Guehenno had a distinguished career in the French Government and in the private sector. 
Mr. Guehenno was the Director of Policy Planning in the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 1989 to 1993. He has 
also been Ambassador to the Western European Union, and Chairman of the French Institute of Higher Defense Studies. 
Mr. Guehenno has published articles in many newspapers and magazines, and is the author of the End of the Nation-
State (1993). Mr. Guehenno has been a professor at the ENA and at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques of Paris. Mr. 
Guehenno is Officier de la legion d’honneur and has the Commander’s Cross of the German Order of Merit.  

Carlos Lopes 

Dr. Carlos Lopes is United Nations Assistant Secretary-General, Executive Director of UNITAR and Director of the UN Staff 
College. Prior to assuming this position in March 2007, Carlos Lopes was Assistant Secretary General and Director of 
Political Affairs in the Executive Office of the Secretary General. He served earlier with the United Nations Development 
Programme, occupying various positions, including Deputy Director of the Office of Evaluation and Strategic Planning, 
Director of the Bureau for Development Policy, Resident Representative in Zimbabwe and later in Brazil. A specialist in 
strategic planning, Mr. Lopes has authored or edited 20 books and taught at various universities.  

Lt. Gen. the Honorable Roméo A. Dallaire (Ret’d) 

Lieutenant General the Honourable Roméo A. Dallaire, (Ret’d), Senator, has had a distinguished career in the Canadian 
military, achieving the rank of Lieutenant General and becoming Assistant Deputy Minister (Human Resources) in the 
Department of National Defence in 1998. In 1994, General Dallaire commanded the United Nations Assistance Mission 
for Rwanda (UNAMIR). His book on his experiences in Rwanda, entitled Shake Hands with the Devil: The Failure of 
Humanity in Rwanda, was awarded the Governor General’s Literary Award for Non-Fiction in 2004. Since his retirement 
from the military, Senator Dallaire has worked to bring an understanding of post-traumatic stress disorder to the general 
public. He has also been a visiting lecturer at several Canadian and American universities, and has written several articles 
and chapters in publications on conflict resolution, humanitarian assistance and human rights. As a Fellow of the Carr 
Center for Human Rights Policy, Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, he pursued research on conflict 
resolution and the use of child soldiers. Senator Dallaire has received numerous honours and awards, including Officer of 
the Order of Canada in 2002, Grand Officer of the National Order of Québec in 2005, and the Aegis Award for Genocide 
Prevention from the Aegis Trust (United Kingdom). He has also been named a Fellow of the Ryerson Polytechnic 
University and an Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, and has received honorary 
doctorates from a large number of Canadian and American universities. Canada’s Governor General, Her Excellency the 
Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson, presented him with the United Nations Association of Canada’s Pearson Peace 
Medal in 2005. LGen. Dallaire (Ret’d) was appointed to the Senate effective March 24, 2005 and sits in the Senate as a 
member of the Liberal Party of Canada. He is also a member of the Standing Committee on Human Rights of the Senate. 

Dr. ‘Funmi Olonisakin 

'Funmi Olonisakin is Director of the Conflict, Security and Development Group (CSDG) at King’s College London. In this 
role she has established the CSDG Knowledge Building and Mentoring Programme that comprises the Peace and Security 
Fellowships for African Women and the CSDG/ECOWAS MA Studentship and Mentoring programme. Additionally, she has 
developed the Women, Peace and Security Program under which a study on the implementation of the UN SCR 1325 is 
being conducted.  

Prior to this, she worked in the office of the United Nations’ Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children 
and Armed Conflict. She is a member of the international advisory board of the Geneva Centre for Democratic Control of 
Armed Forces (DCAF). She also serves on the international advisory board of the Norwegian Foreign Ministry’s Training 
for Peace (TfP) programme.  

Olonisakin has conducted extensive research and written extensively on international peace and security issues with a 
special focus on Africa. The following books are among her most recent publications: ‘Reinventing Peacekeeping in Africa’ 
(Kluwer, 2000), ‘Peacekeeping in Sierra Leone: The Story of UNAMSIL’ (Lynne Rienner, 2007), and ‘Global Development 
and Human Security’, co-authored (Transaction, 2007). She is an active member of the African Security Sector Network 
(ASSN).  

 



Lt. Gen. Marc Caron (Ret’) 

Marc Caron is the International Security Sector Advisory Team (Senior Expert at DCAF. He is also the Deputy Head for 

ISSAT. Marc assists in the management of the team and its activities by aiding staff development and making 

recommendations on internal procedures and structures among other things.  

Marc served 35 years in the Canadian Forces, culminating in the top position of Commander of the Army with the rank of 
Lieutenant-General. In that position, at the strategic level of the Canadian Forces and the Department of National 
Defense, he contributed to the achievements of these organizations during one of the most important periods in recent 
times of operational commitment and transformation. Since his retirement he has served as international civil servant 
with the UN. Until recently he was the Special Advisor on Security Sector Reform to the Special Representative of the 
Security General of the United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUC). 

Marc holds an undergraduate degree in Political Science from the University of Ottawa, a Masters in Military Studies 
from the UK Royal Military College of Science and a Masters in Security Studies from the US Army War College. 

 


