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Does transitional justice promote the settlement of conflicts and help build sustainable 

peace or does it, in contrast, stand in the way of peace agreements and peace 

consolidation? This question has become one of the most pressing in Africa where 

several countries recovering from war are confronted with international criminal 

indictment cases that could, in the eyes of some, harm the peace processes.  

The trial of formel rebel leader Thomas Lubanga from Democratic Republic of Congo, 

which began just weeks ago, is the first ever at the International Criminal Court (ICC), an 

institution which can prosecute individuals for crimes of genocide, war crimes and crimes 

against humanity. The Court has generated both hope and frustration since it came into 

legal force in 2002, and began investigations in the DRC in 2004.  New controversies have 

also surrounded the arrest warrants in 2005 against leaders of the Lords Resistance Army 

(LRA), a rebel group that plagued northern Uganda with twenty years of violence. When 

these warrants were released, the LRA was just beginning its most serious peace 

negotiations to date.  

 

The ICC will announce on March 4 --- ironically the same date as this panel -- whether it 

will confirm the Chief prosecutor's request for an arrest warrant against President Omar Al 

Bashir of Sudan. The peace-justice debate has THUS again come on to central stage.  

Would such a warrant represent a "threat to peace" as the African Union has termed it, 

or is it a necessary means to peace and reconciliation? 


