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Background 

In June 2009, the United Nations Secretary-General will submit a report on “Peacebuilding in 

the Immediate Aftermath of Conflict” to the UN Security Council and General Assembly. This 

report will outline an agenda to improve the international response in countries emerging from 

violent conflict. It will look specifically at strategies to support more rapidly and effectively 

national capacities to recover from conflict and establish the foundations for sustainable 

peace. 

It is hoped that the report will constitute a milestone in the global effort to improve the 

coherence and effectiveness of international peacebuilding strategies. To produce any real 

impact, however, the report needs to be operationalised and taken forward by the broad 

community of stakeholders and practitioners. 

The consultation organised by the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform offers a space for dialogue 

to think collectively on what the concrete implications of the report for practitioners are and 

what concrete follow-up actions can be undertaken in Geneva.  

The consultation will gather a selected range of experts and experienced practitioners from the 

humanitarian, development and peacebuilding communities. It will involve the Inter-Agency 

Standing Committee, the International Council of Voluntary Agency, the Geneva 

Peacebuilding Platform Advisory Board, representatives from the academia and other relevant 

stakeholders. 

 

 

Key questions to be discussed: 

 

1. How can the agenda recommended to improve international peacebuilding efforts in 

the immediate aftermath of conflict be operationalised? 

2. What are the concrete implications of the operationalisation of the report for the 

humanitarian/development community?  

3. What can be the contribution of Geneva in the operationalisation of the report?  

4. What specific action points can be taken as a follow-up the consultation? 
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Programme 

 

 

15:00 Introductory words   

David Atwood, Director, Representative, Disarmament and Peace, Quaker United 

Nations Office, Member of the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform Steering Committee 

 

15:10 SESSION 1  

Chair: Fred Tanner, Director, Geneva Centre for Security Policy, Member of the Geneva 

Peacebuilding Platform Steering Committee 

This session will present the consultative process that lead to the drafting of the report, 

the report’s findings and recommendations and convey the perspectives of different 

communities of stakeholders on the potential implications of the report, the difficulties it 

may raise and the opportunities it can create. 

Presentation of the Report, Sally Fegan-Wyles, Senior Project Director, UN Secretary-

General’s Report on Peacebuilding and Early Recovery, UN Peacebuilding Support 

Office 

 

15:30 Panel of discussants: a practioner perspective 

A UN perspective: Peter Batchelor, Chief, Conflict Prevention and Recovery Team, 

UNDP/BCPR 

A NGO perspective: Ed Schenkenberg van Mierop, Coordinator, International Council 

of Voluntary Agencies 

A peacebuilder’s perspective: Scott Weber, Director-General, Interpeace, Member of 

the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform Steering Committee 

 

16:00 Questions to the panel 

 

16:15 Coffee break 

 

16:30 SESSION 2   

Chair: Keith Krause, Director, Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding, 

Member of the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform Steering Committee 

This session will examine how the various communities of stakeholders based in Geneva 

can concretely contribute to operationalise the agenda for action proposed by the 

SG’s report.   

  

17:30 WRAP-UP SESSION 

 During the wrap-up session, the concrete action points proposed during the discussion 

will be summarised and commented on by Ms Fegan-Wyles. 

 

17:45 Cocktail 


