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Background 

On 20 May 2008, the UN Security Council asked the UN Secretary-General and the 

Peacebuilding Commission for a report which would address the challenge of supporting 

“national efforts in affected countries to secure a sustainable peace more rapidly and 

effectively, including in the areas of coordination, civilian deployment capabilities and 

financing”1 and provide practical recommendations to enhance the operational response on 

the ground.  

The objective of the report is to set out the general approach to peacebuilding that has 

emerged over the past ten years and which is now widely accepted. It will look at situations 

where this approach has worked well and where the practice has had poor performance in 

the field. A major part of the report will consist of a set of very practical recommendations for 

action to address the weaknesses identified. 

The Secretary General has tasked the Peacebuilding Support Office (PBSO) to work with all 

relevant stakeholders to prepare this report. In order to support the PBSO’s leading effort in 

preparing the report, the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform will organise a consultation with key 

stakeholders of international Geneva’s peacebuilding community. 

Given the position of Geneva as the center of the international humanitarian community, the 

purpose of this consultative workshop is to invite experienced practitioners in the humanitarian, 

development and peacebuilding fields to reflect upon the role of the humanitarian/ 

development communities in facilitating national capacity development in conflict-affected 

societies in an early phase of national recovery.  

The outcome of the consultation will be captured and transcribed in a report. The Geneva 

Peacebuilding Platform consultation report will be circulated to relevant stakeholders and 

formally forwarded to the PBSO as the GPP contribution to the Secretary General’s report. This 

consultation is therefore an important opportunity for the Geneva-based humanitarian, 

development and peacebuilding communities to convey their perspectives on the 

coordination between peacebuilding and early recovery activities to a wide audience of 

international institutions and policy-makers. 

                                                 
1 Statement by the President of the Security Council, 20 May 2008, S/PRST/2008/16. 
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Programme 

 

08:45 Registration  

09: 00 Introductory words   

Fred Tanner, Director, Geneva Centre for Security Policy 

Sally Fegan-Wyles, Senior Project Director, UN Secretary-General’s Report on 

Peacebuilding and Early Recovery, UN Peacebuilding Support Office 

Chair: David Atwood, Director, Representative, Disarmament and Peace, Quaker 

United Nations Office 

09: 15  Session 1 : Conceptual clarification 

 Chair: Thomas Biersteker, Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies 

This session will be devoted to clarifying a number of key concepts which are central to 

the reflections initiated by the SG report: 1) peacebuilding; 2) early recovery; and 3) 

national capacity. 

Understanding those key concepts is crucial for the sake of conducting high-quality 

discussions in the following sessions.  Also, it is equally important to share the common 

understanding of how these concepts are interlinked and have been already 

translated into practice among respective actors in the fields of peacebuilding, early 

recovery and humanitarian assistance.   

Thus, the session aims to clarify how these key concepts are understood and employed 

on the ground by the Geneva-based peacebuilding, humanitarian and development 

actors.  

10:10  Session 2 : Building national capacity for peace 

 Chair: Bernardo Arévalo de León, Interpeace 

This session will examines how the international humanitarian/development community 

can contribute to building and strengthening effective, legitimate and resilient state 

institutions capable of engaging productively with their people to promote sustainable 

peace in an early recovery phase. 

Participants will share their experiences regarding successes, failures and challenges in 

articulating statebuilding and peacebuilding ends with their activities. They will also 

reflect collectively on how early recovery activity can play a role in strengthening 

national and local ownership in peacebuilding processes. 

11:05 Coffee Break 

11:25 Session 3: The coordination gap 

 Chair: Tom Delrue, OCHA 

This session will look at practicalities of improving the coherence and coordination 

between early recovery activities and the peacebuilding agenda. Early recovery 

actors will share their perspectives on the specificities of their activities which start much 

earlier than a peace agreement has been signed and involving a wider range of actors 

such as local communities and the private sector. This session will also discuss how early 

recovery activities can be coordinated with, or integrated within peacebuilding 

strategies in order to maximise its impacts on sustainable peace. The session will also 

look into the specific challenge to integrate the transition from humanitarian to 

development approaches within peacebuilding strategies. 

12:10 Wrap-up session:  
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 During the wrap-up session, the three chairs will summarize the key messages voiced in 

the consultation. Ms Fegan-Wyles will be given the floor  for some final words. 

12:30 Lunch 

Background documentation 

- Statement by the President of the Security Council, S/PRST/2008/16, 20 May 2008 (url: 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-

CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/PBC%20SPRST200816.pdf) 

- Guidance Note on early Recovery, CWGER, April 2008 

(http://www.undp.org/cpr/we_do/early_recovery.shtml) 

- Recovering from War: Gaps in International Action, A report by the NYU Centre on 

International Cooperation, executive summary (url: 

http://www.cic.nyu.edu/peacebuilding/statebuilding.html) 

- Early Recovery and Recovery in Transition Situations, Inter-Agency Standing Committee, 

72nd Working Group Meeting, 19-21 November 2008  

- Post-Conflict economic recovery. Enabling Ingenuity, UNDP/BCPR, 2008 (url: 

http://www.undp.org/cpr/content/economic_recovery/PCERreport.pdf) 
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