
The GPP informal Lunchtime Seminars Series 

                                                                                                                                

 

The Geneva P eacebuilding Platform 

 has the pleasure of inviting you to a lunchtime seminar on: 

EU-UN cooperation in peacebuilding: natural partners? 

Thursday, 21 January 2010 

12:45 – 14:00 

(a light sandwich lunch will be available from 12:15) 

Venue:  

Delegation of the European Union to the UN in Geneva, 

Rue du Grand-Pré 66, 1211 Geneva   

(access map : http://www.delgva.ec.europa.eu/en/contact.htm) 
 

 

 

WELCOME 

Amb. Fred Tanner, Director of the Geneva Centre for Security Policy 
Member of the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform Steering Committee 

 

SPEAKERS 

Ms Catriona Gourlay 

Project Manager and Marie Curie Fellow 
United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) 

 

Ms Nicola Harrington  

Deputy Director, Policy and Communications  
UN/UNDP Office Brussels 

 

Ms Kristin De Peyron 

Head of Unit, Multilateral Relations, European Commission 

CHAIR 

Mr David Spence 

First Counsellor, Permanent Delegation of the European Union  

  to the International Organisations in Geneva 
Member of the Advisory Board of the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform  

 
 

While peacebuilding is first and foremost an internal process within a given society, external 

actors play an important role in supporting and strengthening local dynamics of change. 



However, weak coordination and diverging organizational cultures have oftentimes undermined 

the effectiveness of the international support brought to peace processes on the ground. The 

UN and the EU are two major actors in international support to countries recovering from war 

and the way they interact can make a huge difference in the countries they seek to support. 

This event will provide an opportunity to discuss some of the findings of two recent reports on the 

EU-UN relationship in the area of peacebuilding. The report ‘Renewing Hope, Rebuilding Lives’ 

[http://www.undp.org/eu/documents/UN-EC_Partnership-Report_2009.pdf] produced by the UN 

Office in Brussels documents the partnership between the UN and the European Commission in 

post crisis recovery. One of its principal authors, Nicola Harrington, will present the report and 

comment on the achievements and challenges of policy and operational cooperation.  

The UNIDIR report by Catriona Gourlay ‘EU-UN Cooperation in Peacebuilding: Partners in 

Practice?’ [http://www.unidir.org/pdf/ouvrages/pdf-1-92-9045-009-G-en.pdf] complements 

these findings, providing evidence that the EU-UN operational partnership is especially strong in 

fragile and post-conflict contexts. Yet peacebuilding policies are not always aligned and there is 

little consensus on what partnership should involve in practice. While both the EU and UN aspire 

to improving the coherence of external peacebuilding interventions, efforts to promote 

cooperation through dialogue between headquarters or through the UN Peacebuilding 

Commission have had mixed results.  Its conclusions point to the importance of addressing the 

coherence challenge in-country. 

 

The seminar will gather peacebuilding professionals, both from an academic and practitioner 

background. We invite you to join us for this topical discussion and encourage you to share this 

invitation with any colleagues who may be interested. To register, please simply reply to this 

email with your full contact details (gpp@gcsp.ch) by Tuesday 19 January, 18h.  

 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Dr Frédérique Guérin 

Coordinator of the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform 

 


