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 CALL FOR CREATIVE SUBMISSIONS 

 “Rethinking Security: What enables secure and 
sustainable living?” 

 

As part of Geneva Peace Week 2020, the Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO) and the Geneva 

Peacebuilding Platform invite creative submissions on the topic: “Rethinking Security: What enables 

secure and sustainable living?” These submissions will form the basis of a discussion aimed at 

reimagining and reprioritising our societies around a holistic concept of human security. 

The concept of human security predates its coinage as a phrase. Despite the militarised understanding 

of security that often predominates, there are communities who have long lived by other, more 

people-centred understandings of security. The components of security are both multiple and 

indivisible, inviting the question of whether national and international security have been 

overemphasised at the cost of community and individual needs and rights. Global military spending is 

at a decade high, yet no weapon or army has been able to protect us from the bushfires, health crises, 

and other threats that strain our human and planetary survival.  

This Geneva Peace Week session will engage a broad array of voices to gather visions of a world free 

from fear, want and indignity. We are interested in harnessing your experiences of secure and 

sustainable living, whether individual or collective, to help shift the concept of security from its state-

centred confines to a more inclusive, people and planet focused notion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please email any questions and/or your submission to amunnelly@quno.ch with the following 
subject line: GPW – RETHINKING SECURITY – [NAME] 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 15 October 2020                              GENEVA PEACE WEEK: 2 – 6 November 2020 

Submissions can take any form,  

including but not limited to: 

• Short essays (up to 500 
words) 

• Poems 

• Pictures 

• Video messages 

We welcome submissions from all who are interested, 

including but not limited to: 

• Young people 

• Those working on the environment and climate 

• Human rights practitioners and policy makers  

• The disarmament and arms control sphere 

• Scientists, including climate scientists   

• Health workers  

• Economic thinkers  

• Those most affected by conflict and militarisation 
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