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Chaired by Kathleen Cravero, UN Assistant Secretary General and Director of 

the UNDP’s Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery (BCPR), this event focused 

on a new BCPR report entitled Post-Conflict Economic Recovery: Enabling Local 

Ingenuity. The lead author of the report, John Ohiorhenuan, presented some of 

the key findings of the report, which was followed by comments from two 

discussants – Professors Keith Krause and Riccardo Bocco of the Graduate 

Institute’s Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding, and some time 

for questions and discussion.  

 

As Mr. Ohiorhenuan explained, the report works from the idea that conflict 

results both from and in socio-economic imbalances. However, whilst armed 

conflict generally has a negative effect on the national economy, this does not 

mean that economic activity ceases. Rather, local people maintain economic 

strategies and survival mechanisms, and it is these ‘indigenous drivers’, that - the 

report argues – should be seen as central to national economic recovery in 

post-conflict situations.  

 

Using a wealth of empirical data, the report investigates the links between local 

economic activities, national and international policy, and post-conflict 

economic recovery. Demonstrating that recovery is far from guaranteed, and 

thus that policy choices are significant, Mr. Ohiorhenuan discussed some of the 

reports findings in the policy arena. In particular, the report points to the 

importance of economic policies promoting inclusion and equality, as well as 

employment creation. 

 

Professors Riccardo Bocco and Keith Krause provided an incisive academic 

response to the report, and Mr. Ohiorhenuan’s presentation. They each 

discussed a wide range of issues, but one of the key themes was the 

inseparability of economic issues from politics and history. Whilst commending 

the report from saying more in this area than many UN reports, it was suggested 

that there was still much more to be said. Another key issue was how to put the 

findings of the report into practice – actually understanding and working with 

‘indigenous drivers’ of economic activity is extremely challenging, and will tax 

the capacities of the UNDP and other agencies.  Several other issues were 



raised, including problems of data collection and conceptual issues around the 

idea of a ‘post-conflict’ phase as distinct from pre-conflict or conflict itself.  

 

Following the comments of two discussants, there was a lively open discussion, 

with many interesting points raised from the floor. The role of information media 

in mobilizing local economic actors, the significance of the household as 

opposed to the individual as an economic unit, and the importance of the 

agricultural sector in employment generation were all mentioned. It was also 

asked whether the usefulness of the report was limited to ‘post-conflict’ 

moments, or whether its lessons could also be applied before and during 

conflicts, and even during times of peace.  

 

The meeting closed with comments from all three speakers, in which Mr. 

Ohiorhenuan emphasized that this report was only one contribution to this field, 

and pointed to other important studies, for example on employment by the 

International Labour Organisation.  

 
 

 

Further Information 
The report and further information are available on the BCPR website, at: 

http://www.undp.org/cpr/  
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