
“Rethinking Security: What enables secure and sustainable living?”  

Weapons, especially nuclear ones, do not enable secure and sustainable living.  The arms 
race that is predicated on the myth of deterrence is increasing the level of risk that nuclear 
weapons will again be used, by accident if not by design, given the increase in tension,  the 
susceptibility of human error, the potential of non-state actors to get hold of them or even 
to blow up nuclear power stations.   
 
On the contrary real security comes from increasing levels of trust and co-operation, 
enabling dialogue, reducing tension and creating better understanding between people. As 
we have seen in the pandemic, the world is interconnected and faces interrelated issues 
that threaten the security of us all. We have everything to gain from co-operating and 
sharing potential solutions with each other.  The corona virus, like nuclear weapons, has no 
concept of borders. 
 
The climate crisis likewise is a global threat, and one that has similarly exposed the extreme 
social/racial inequalities that make it possible for a privileged elite to insulate itself from its 
worst effects and remain in denial of the consequences of its actions, on the planet and the 
rest of its inhabitants.  A way forwards that addresses the urgent need to prioritise the 
protection of the environment, for future generations to be able to survive, must also 
address these inequalities.   
 
An International Law against Ecocide as a fifth crime against Peace at the International 
Criminal Court could provide a level playing field, by putting the protection of the planet as 
a priority above creating profit for shareholders as the law currently dictates.  If 
corporations can be treated as people, then rivers and trees for example could and should 
surely have their rights respected in law. 
 
Human security needs to be our focus as we attempt to meet the needs of all people to live 
in a peaceful society free from existential threats. Human rights include the very basic right 
to life and a healthy environment as well as housing, education and access to health care at 
the point of need.   
 
The Treaty to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons is about to enter into force, supported by the 
majority of the world’s people it represents the hope that finally the warnings of the 
International Red Cross are being heeded. The only way to ensure these weapons are not 
used again is to prohibit and then eliminate them.  This has to be possible, because the 
catastrophic humanitarian consequences of even a small nuclear war are otherwise 
unthinkable.   
 
The human race may not survive this century and this challenge is rightly focussing minds on 
the folly of thinking that more of these weapons could in any way provide security. Along 
with the climate crisis, this threat reveals how our relationship to each other and the planet 
upon which we all depend must shift to one of respect for the dignity of all life. Reframing 
and rethinking security with humanity at the centre will be key. (497 words) 
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