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Speakers’ Biographies 
 

 

David Atwood has been the Peace and Disarmament Representative at the Quaker UN 

Office since 1995. He has a Ph.D. in Political Science from University of North Carolina. On 

completing his degree, he taught political science at the University of North Carolina and at 

Earlham College in the USA. From 1978 to 1988, he was Tutor in Peace Studies at Woodbrooke 

College in Birmingham, UK where he lectured and organised the short course programme. In 

1988, he became General Secretary of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation, 

headquartered in the Netherlands where, as chief executive officer, his duties included policy 

development, staff management and direction of the Fellowship programme on non-

violence education and training. 

 

 

Carolyn Hayman - Throughout a varied career in government, business and the not for profit 

sector, Carolyn Hayman’s focus has been on startups and innovation. Her driving passion has 

been for showcasing talent at the grassroots to those with power and resources. Carolyn is 

currently Chief Executive of Peace Direct, an organisation she co-founded with Scilla 

Elworthy. Peace Direct supports local peacebuilding in conflict areas. Previously she has 

worked in the Ministry of Overseas Development (now UKaid), the UK Cabinet Office, and as 

Joint Managing Director of the Korda Seed Capital Fund, where she invested in technology 

startups. She moved to the not-for-profit sector in 1996 where she ran the Foyer Federation, 

providing a holistic service to 10,000 homeless young people across the UK and to Peace 

Direct in 2004.  

 
 

Koenraad Van Brabant studied art history and archaeology, social anthropology and 

development studies. The next 15 years he got involved with humanitarian action, managing 

a variety of programmes in Afghanistan, on the Ethiopian-Somali border and in Sri Lanka, and 

working with practitioners, policy-makers, trainers and evaluators while a research fellow at 

the Overseas Development Institute in London. For the past 7 years he has been working with 

Interpeace, based in Geneva where, as the Head of Reflective Practice and Learning, he 

serves as an organisational and cross-programme resource person.  

 


